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COMMENTS 343 

A BIT OF WATER WORKS HISTORY 

In turning the leaves of the June Journal, the writer noticed the 
words "Newark, Ohio," and for an instant questioned, "What 
about it? Is it up by Lake Erie? No; that is Norwalk." And 
then like a dream-film in the movies there is a vision of a crowded 
hall in a capital city, yes, Washington, and on the platform a grey- 
haired man, whose life had been devoted to water supply work, is 
speaking of Newark. In clear measured sentences he sets out a 
brief history. In 1885 the City of Newark having no water supply 
engaged an engineer of large experience who designed a water works, 
prepared specifications and advised the city in the matter of a 
franchise, as the city decided to build the works under a franchise 
contract. Particular attention was given to the terms under which 
the city should acquire the works at the end of a twenty-year period. 
That was Newark. And when the twenty years had passed Newark 
violated its agreements and built another identical plant, same 
general location, same source of supply, machinery, reservoirs of 
the same dimensions and site, another 16-inch force main and a 
new distribution system of thirty miles or more, robbing the investors 
to the utmost limit. That was in 1908. And that is the history 
that has been on the records of this Association, undenied and 
unquestioned for more than ten years. That is a test of accuracy. 

And now in 1919 Newark comes up again through the industry 
of Mr. Dittoe, engineer of the Ohio State Board of Health. He 
found the city was crowding into its double-barrelled distribution 
system over four million gallons of water per day. Why? Because 
the manufacturers were stealing from the city mains about one-half 
of that quantity with as little regard for justice and mercy as the 
city itself had manifested in stealing from the original investors. 
Was a bunch of highwaymen ever satisfied with the first division of 
plunder from the mail coach? Were they not always ready to steal 
from each other? In Russia each takes whatever he can get — and 
the movement is called Bolshevism. In Newark each takes what 
he can get, but the Russian term cannot be fairly applied. In this 
country of freedom and equal rights no back-ground of oppression 
can be cited to excuse crimes. A new word of deeper meaning 
should be coined to define the activities of the citizens of Newark. 

H. F. DtTNHAM. 



